
A Biography of Sir William Russell Flint 

HHe married Sibylle Sueter in 1905 after meeting her through an elderly student 
attending the same part-time course at Heatherley’s art school.  
 
She had suggested that William may wish to invite Sibylle over for tea as she would 
be a suitable model for him to paint. 
 
In the early years of their marriage they enjoyed the busy London scene and in 1907 
William decided to become a freelance artist which resulted in him illustrating a num-
ber of classical limited editions such as Mallory’s ‘Morte D’Arthur’, Chaucer’s 
‘Canterbury Tales’ and Homer’s ‘Odyssey’. 
 

Late in 1912, he and his wife went to Italy where 
they rented a studio in Rome. There he discov-
ered a local model called Peppina from Anticoli 
Corrado in the Sabine Hills. 

 
This girl, with her rural charm and beauty, was 
such a perfect subject for William that he soon  
became enchanted by the freedom of the Sabine 
Hills and the peasant girls who lived there. 

 
Far removed from city culture, William was so inspired by the imagery and drama of 
their lives that even time spent in Florence and Venice could not surpass his discov-
ery in rural Italy. 
                                                                             continued on page 2….. 
 
 

WWilliam Russell Flint was born in Edinburgh, 4th April 1880.  
 
His mother, Jane Russell Flint was one of the first female civil servants in Scotland and 
his father, Francis Wighton Flint, was a ticket writer and illuminator. He had a brother, 
Bertie (Robert Purves), and a sister, Lottie (Charlotte Elizabeth). 
 
With his remarkable artistic talent being discovered at an 
early age he became a student at the Royal Institution 
School of Art in Edinburgh before serving a six year appren-
ticeship as a lithographic artist and designer at a large print-
ing works in Edinburgh. 
 
At the age of 20 he decided to move to London to become a 
medical illustrator which subsequently lead him into commer-
cial designing and magazine illustrating.  
 
In 1903 he joined the Illustrated London News which took his 
talents to the far reaches of the British Empire thanks to its 
extensive distribution. 
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IIn 1947 William Russell Flint was knighted by King George VI alongside the actor, 
Laurence Olivier and the musician, Malcolm Sargent.  
 
In 1962 his work was acknowledged by a retrospective exhibition in the Diploma Gallery 
of the Royal Academy giving pleasure to more than 
21,000 visitors. At the time, Charles Wheeler, the Presi-
dent, paid tribute to the artist, describing his watercol-
our technique as a ‘baffling skill’. 
 
Sir William Russell Flint died in December 1969, aged 
89. He left behind one of the finest and most sought  
after collections of watercolours in the World. 
 
A modest man, he always remained genuinely grateful 
for the talent he had been born with and once said “I have always painted for fun. If it 
ceased to be fun I would stop painting”. 
 

….Continued from page 1 

  
WWilliamilliam was commissioned in the First World War and became Admiralty Assis-
tant Overseer – Airships. This took him back to his native Scotland, where in 1919 he 
painted a tiny watercolour called’ Hilda’s Bonnet’ on the linen of a fragment of HM Air-

ship 24 which he had previously commanded.  
 
Post World War I, William Russell Flint’s artistic career  
began to flourish. He decided to become a full time painter, 
ceasing his work as an illustrator, and for a time the colourful 
fashions of his female models reflected the cultural changes 
taking place after the deprivation of the War.  
 
Leaving London he travelled to France and Spain (until the 
Civil War), where he produced wonderful paintings  
reflecting the local scenery and culture. 
 
He was elected Associate of the Royal Academy in 1924, full 

member in 1933 and in 1936 became President of the Royal Society of Painters in Wa-
tercolour. 
 
After living on a turkey farm near Totnes, Devon during the Second World War, he and 
his wife moved back to London where the post war period became Russell Flint’s 
greatest.  
 
His talent with both the watercolour medium and his skill in depicting the female form 
created a hallmark style which would later become legendary. 

This short biography is from the official Sir William Russell Flint web site. Every 6 months a Limited Edi-
tion print is published and displayed on the site. 
 
The web site also contains an up to date list of fine art galleries which are recognised stockists of his 
works. 
 
For information about the latest Limited Edition print, and to view a gallery of Sir William Russell Flint 
Limited Collectors‘ prints, please bookmark the web site at the address below. 


